
Health forum focuses on women’s changing concerns

The Collier County Medical Society 
hosts its ninth annual Women’s Health 
Forum from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 4, at St. John the Evangelist 
Church. “Better Health … Better Life!” will 
have a variety of speakers, breakout ses-
sions with 24 local physicians and 21 ven-
dor booths specializing in women’s health 
issues. A healthy continental breakfast is 

included.
As women grow older, menopause 

brings a new learning curve that requires 
them to relearn how their bodies func-
tion and how to manage them. “If you 

don’t take it upon yourself to have a 
healthy lifestyle, you’re going to be more 
miserable,” says Dr. Catherine Kowal, a 
rheumatologist who is chair of the forum 
and vice president of CCMS. “You have to 
understand how to look at your own body 
and say, ‘Hey, I have to worry about this 
and I have to worry about that,’” she adds. 

Forum topics include osteoporosis, fit-
ness and exercise, bioidentical hormone 

SEE WOMEN, A29 
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TARTING ON MARCH 7, 160 POLITICIANS WHO REPRESENT THE 
melting-pot interests of more than 20 million Florida 
residents will meet in Tallahassee. Over the next 60 
days, the sole requirement of the Florida Legislature 
— 40 state senators and 120 house members — along 
with Gov. Rick Scott, is to approve a state budget for the 

2017-18 fiscal year. 
They will also propose thousands of 

potential new rules and policies. Some of 
those bills will make it to the floor of the 

SEE SESSION, A10 
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Florida State 
Senate

Florida House of 
Representatives

Who represents you in Tallahassee?
It’s OK if you haven’t been paying atten-

tion — if perhaps a few elections have 
passed you by and maybe you’ve fallen 
behind. Names have changed, and you’re 
just not sure anymore who exactly your 
representative and senator in the Florida 

Legislature are. It happens to the best of 
us. This could be the year, however, where 
you jump back on the wagon, hone in on 
an issue or two that you want to follow and 
pay attention to the votes that are being 
cast in your name. 

The state makes it easier than ever to 
track how your operatives in the capital 
voted and where bills end up. Use our 
color-coded maps, then follow through with 
online tools accessible at leg.state.fl.us. Q

EAGLE WILLHITE

BERMANTRUJILLO

BENACQUISTO

SILVERS

SLOSBERG
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ROMMEL

RADER

POWELL

FITZENHAGEN

GRIMSLEY

NEGRON

ABRUZZO

GRANT

DONALDS

ROTH

CLEMENS
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RODRIGUES

MAGAR

STEUBE
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District 26
Denise Grimsley, Republican
850-487-5026 or 863-465-2626 
Grimsley.Denise.web@fl senate.gov 

District 23
Greg Steube, Republican

850-487-5023 or 941-342-9162 
Steube.Greg.web@fl senate.gov 

District 28
Kathleen Passidomo, Republican
850-487-5028 or 239-417-6205  
Passidomo.Kathleen.web@fl senate.gov 

District 27
Lizbeth Benacquisto, Republican

850-487-5027 or 239-338-2570 
Benacquisto.Lizbeth.web@fl senate.gov 

District 25 
Joe Negron, Republican,
Senate President 
850-487-5025 or 772-219-1665 
Negron.Joe.web@fl senate.gov 

District 29
Kevin J. Rader, Democrat 

850 487 5029 or 561-443-8170 
Rader.Kevin.web@fl senate.gov 

District 30
Bobby Powell, Democrat 
850-487-5030 or 561-650-6880
Powell.Bobby.web@fl senate.gov 

District 31
Jeff Clemens, Democrat 

850-487-5031 or 561-540-1140 
Clemens.Jeff.web@fl senate.gov 

District 75
Michael Grant, Republican

850-717-5075 or 941-613-0914 
Michael.Grant@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 76
Ray Wesley Rodrigues, 
Republican, Majority Leader 
850-717-5076 or 239-433-6501 
Ray.Rodrigues@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 77
Dane Eagle, Republican 

850-717-5077 or 239-772-1291 
Dane.Eagle@myfl oridahouse.gov

District 78
Heather Fitzenhagen, Republican
850-717-5078 or 239-533-2440 
Heather.Fitzenhagen@myfl oridahouse.gov

District 79
Matt Caldwell, Republican

850-717-5079 or 239-694-0161 
Matt.Caldwell@myfl oridahouse.gov

District 80
Byron Donalds, Republican 
850-717-5080 or 239-417-6270 
Byron.Donalds@myfl oridahouse.gov

District 105
Carlos Trujillo, Republican

850-717-5105 or 305-470-5070 
Carlos.Trujillo@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 106
Bob Rommel, Republican 
850-717-5106 or 239-417-6200 
Bob.Rommel@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 81
Joseph Abruzzo, Democrat
850-717-5081 or 561-470-2086 
Joseph.Abruzzo@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 82
MaryLynn “ML” Magar, Republican 

772-545-3481 or 850-717-5082
MaryLynn.Magar@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 85
Rick Roth, Republican
850-717-5085 or 561-625-5176 
Rick.Roth@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 86
Matt Willhite, Democrat 

850-717-5086 or 561-791-4071 
Matt.Willhite@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 87
David Silvers, Democrat 
850-717-5087 or 561-357-4824 
David.Silvers@myfl oridahouse.gov 

JACQUET

District 88
Al Jacquet, Democrat 
850-717-5088 or 561-650-6486 
Al.Jacquet@myfl oridahouse.gov

District 90
Lori Berman, Democrat

850-717-5090 or 561-374-7850 
Lori.Berman@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 89
Bill Hager, 
Republican
850-717-5089 or 
561-470-6607 
Bill.Hager@my-
fl oridahouse.gov

District 91
Emily Slosberg, Democrat 
850-717-5091 or 561-496-5940 
Emily.Slosberg@myfl oridahouse.gov
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House and Senate for debate, and finally 
to Gov. Scott’s desk for his approval or 
veto. 

We checked in with lawmakers who 
represent us in South Florida and asked 
them to respond briefly by phone or in 
writing to questions about where they 
stand on four major issues they are set to 
face this year: how to fix our water prob-
lem, the rights of gun owners, immigrants 
in “sanctuary cities,” medical marijuana, 
and whom they voted for in the presiden-
tial election. 

We contacted each member of the del-
egation in Florida Weekly’s distribution 
area a number of times by phone and 
email, eight senators and 17 house mem-
bers whose districts cover all or part of 
Lee, Charlotte and Collier counties on the 
southwest coast and Palm Beach Coun-
ty on the southeast coast. Many didn’t 
respond to our questions. Here is a brief 
explanation of our questions followed by 
what those who did respond, three South 
Florida senators and five representatives, 
told us.  `

■    ■    ■

WATER
• What’s the best way to clean up 

our water? 
• Do you support a plan to buy 

land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage? 

Because of how South Florida was 
developed over the last century, it faces 
one of the world’s largest and most com-
plicated engineering problems: Ever-
glades restoration, or restoring the his-
toric flow of clean water north from near 
Orlando down into Lake Okeechobee and 
then south through the Everglades into 
Florida Bay. 

As it stands, heavy rains force officials 
to discharge massive amounts of polluted 
water from the lake to ensure its aging 
dike doesn’t collapse. The water is pol-
luted by phosphorus and nitrogen from 
urban development, agriculture, leaky 
septic systems and other sources north 
of the lake. And instead of following 
south as it did historically, through land 
now used mostly to farm sugar, it is 
discharged to the west and east down 
the Caloosahatchee and St. Lucie riv-
ers, causing algal blooms that harm the 
environment and the economy in coastal 
communities.

In Gov. Scott’s $83.5 billion proposed 
budget for 2017-18, he set aside $225 mil-
lion to complete water storage reservoirs 
that are crucial for Everglades restora-
tion, allowing water to be contained and 
cleaned. But a 2015 University of Florida 
Water Institute study found that an enor-
mous amount of storage beyond what 
all current plans call for — including 
the official Comprehensive Everglades 
Restoration Plan (CERP) — is needed to 
the north, south, east and west of Lake 
Okeechobee to fix our water problem. 

Environmental groups, Sen. Joe 
Negron, a District 25 Republican, and 
others support a $2.4 billion plan to buy 
about 60,000 acres of land south of Lake 
Okeechobee. The proposed bills on this 
project (Senate Bill 10 / House Bill 761) 
would be paid for in part with up to $1.2 
billion in Florida Forever bonds, Amend-
ment 1 money that voters approved for 
environmental needs, and federal dol-
lars. That could provide a large chunk 
of the necessary storage to the south. 
Sugar companies and their supporters 
have resisted selling the land, saying it 
will cost jobs in already struggling com-
munities and pointing out that it will not 
on its own end the polluted discharges. 

■    ■    ■

GUNS
• Do you support new gun control 

rules and how would they improve 
public safety? 

• Should guns be allowed in the fol-
lowing places under concealed carry: 
theaters, courthouses, airport passen-
ger terminals, legislative meetings, on 
college and university campuses, in 
government meetings, and in career 
centers?

Sen. Greg Steube has proposed a series 
of bills that would allow gun owners 
under concealed carry rules to bring their 
weapons to college and university cam-
puses, inside courthouses, airport pas-
senger terminals, legislative and govern-
ment meetings, and into career centers. 
He also proposed new rules (SB 610) that 
could make businesses that ban guns on 
their property liable if there is a shooting 
because people wouldn’t be able to fire 
back. Other proposals (SB 254 / HB 167) 
seek to ban assault weapons. 

■    ■    ■

SANCTUARY CITIES 
• Do you support legislation that 

would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

Immigration policy became a touch-
stone of the 2016 presidential campaigns. 
Sen. Aaron Bean, R-Fernandina Beach 
and Rep. Larry Metz, R-Yalaha have pro-
posed bills (SB 786 / HB 697) that would 
impose financial and other penalties on 
local governments and agencies that 
adopt policies that don’t fully comply 
with federal immigration rules. 

■    ■    ■

MARIJUANA 

• How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented?

In November, voters approved Amend-
ment 2, making medical marijuana legal 
for a wider array of conditions in Flor-
ida. Now lawmakers have the task of 
implementing it, including marijuana 
production and distribution in Florida. 
That could affect how businesses obtain 
licenses to enter a profitable new indus-
try in the state, or not. The Florida Medi-
cal Marijuana Act (SB 614) could further 
open up the marijuana industry here 
while a competing proposal (SB 406) 
seeks to limit it, at least at first.

■    ■    ■

IN ADDITION 
• What is your single most impor-

tant goal for the session? 
• Which candidate did you vote for 

in the presidential election?

■    ■    ■

SEN. BOBBY POWELL
D–DISTRICT 30

What is the best way to clean up 
our water?

“The best way to clean up the water is 
by making sure that we invest resources 
into what we also have right now, the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan, and also place funding in areas 
where we can properly clean and restore 
water so that when it does come out 

we’ve established and used the best pro-
cesses to make sure that water is as clean 
as it can be.”

Do you support a plan to buy 
land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

“I think right now everything’s on the 
table.”

Do you support new gun control 
rules and how would they improve 
public safety?

“Perhaps we allow local municipali-
ties their own rules to say where guns 
can and cannot go. And I also believe we 
probably shouldn’t have guns in govern-
ment buildings or government functions 
in public places. At this point I don’t 
know of any legislation that I would be 
100 percent supportive of, but that could 
change.”

Should guns be allowed in the fol-
lowing places under concealed carry: 
theaters, courthouses, airport passen-
ger terminals, legislative meetings, on 
college and university campuses, in 
government meetings, and in career 
centers?

“No.
“If there’s a mass shooting and some-

one else grabs a gun and they’re shooting 
too, if the police come how do they iden-
tify the original offending party?”

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“No… I just believe in doing what’s 
right and I don’t think that’s the best way 
to handle immigration issues. However, I 
think it’s more of a federal issue.”

How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented?

“It depends. I’ll see that early in the 
process and right now as a member of 
the Health Policy Committee, we’re for-
mulating the process so I can’t delve too 
deep into it because it’s progressive, it’s 
changing.”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“As you know, national and state poli-
tics right now has become hectic and it 
is incumbent upon those of us in leader-
ship to lead by example and to serve our 
constituents in a manner that provides 
security, safety, and confidence to them.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

“I made sure that I supported the 
Democratic candidate in every race.”

Do you have anything else to add?
“It’s important to note that this month 

is Black History Month and it’s a date that 
many people take a chance to look at the 
state politics and know the history… One 
of the most important bills we’ve been 
able to move so far is our direct file leg-
islation, which is a bill that will curb the 
number of juveniles who are processed in 
the adult prison system. Florida has been 
a leader in the nation in terms of sending 
youth to adult prison and we’re working 
diligently in the state Senate and the state 
House to change that.”

■    ■    ■

SEN. GREG STEUBE
R–DISTRICT 23

What is the best way to clean up 
our water? Do you support a plan to 
buy land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

“I’m open to looking at all the plans 
and seeing what’s best for the state of 
Florida and moving forward… Personally 

I don’t know where I’m at on that specific 
issue because I’m not in a position that 
I’m going to be voting or having an option 
to see that bill until it gets to the floor.”

Do you support new gun control 
rules and how would they improve 
public safety? 

“I don’t support gun control laws; I 
support law-abiding citizens (having) the 
ability to carry firearms… more freedom 
to carry firearms where they feel appro-
priate if they have a license.”

Why do you believe guns should be 
allowed in the following places under 
concealed carry: theaters, court-
houses, airport passenger terminals, 
legislative meetings, on college and 
university campuses, in government 
meetings, and in career centers?

Sen. Steube said people should be able 
to defend themselves “instead of relying 
on law enforcement to come. Obviously, 
they can’t be everywhere.”

He pointed out guns are already 
allowed in theaters unless that private 
business restricts it, and cited a statistic 
that concealed-carry license holders are 
10 times less likely to commit a crime 
with their weapon than a law enforce-
ment officer. 

“If we’re 10 times less likely to commit 
a crime than law enforcement, why is 
there any reason you’re going to prohibit 
my ability to defend myself and my fam-
ily?” Sen. Steube said. 

He attributed the figure to Dr. John R. 
Lott, an economist, expert on guns and 
crime, and Fox News columnist. Dr. Lott 
said that figure is true in Texas, but that 
“the gap in Florida is somewhat smaller.” 
Both groups committed crimes with their 
guns at exceedingly low rates, according 
to Dr. Lott’s research for his Crime Pre-
vention Research Center.

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“I do support Sen. Bean’s bill, yes.”

How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented?

“I believe the licenses shouldn’t be 
limited in number and the free market 
should dictate who could obtain and who 
should go in business that produces that 
product. We need to have a strong regu-
latory scheme in place that law enforce-
ment supports and that’s why I’ve co-
sponsored Sen. (Jeff) Brandes’s bill (SB 
614, Florida Medical Marijuana Act).”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“To make sure that our laws allow 
people more freedom whether that’s in 
their business or their Second Amend-
ment rights, more freedom and more 
liberty, not the government telling them 
what they can do with their guns and 
their business.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

“Donald Trump, our president. I was a 
big public supporter for Trump.”

■    ■    ■

SEN. KATHLEEN PASSIDOMO
R–DISTRICT 28

What is the best way to clean up 
our water? 

“The issue is very complicated and 
there is no magic bullet. There’s no sim-
ple answer. First of all, I think that we 
need to go back and look at what the 
scientists say. And the most recent study 
that I’ve read that I feel is the most com-
pelling is the University of Florida 2015 
Water Institute study.

“I take the same position that they are 

SESSION
From page 1
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Who represents you in Tallahassee?
It’s OK if you haven’t been paying atten-

tion — if perhaps a few elections have 
passed you by and maybe you’ve fallen 
behind. Names have changed, and you’re 
just not sure anymore who exactly your 
representative and senator in the Florida 

Legislature are. It happens to the best of 
us. This could be the year, however, where 
you jump back on the wagon, hone in on 
an issue or two that you want to follow and 
pay attention to the votes that are being 
cast in your name. 

The state makes it easier than ever to 
track how your operatives in the capital 
voted and where bills end up. Use our 
color-coded maps, then follow through with 
online tools accessible at leg.state.fl.us. Q
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District 26
Denise Grimsley, Republican
850-487-5026 or 863-465-2626 
Grimsley.Denise.web@fl senate.gov 

District 23
Greg Steube, Republican

850-487-5023 or 941-342-9162 
Steube.Greg.web@fl senate.gov 

District 28
Kathleen Passidomo, Republican
850-487-5028 or 239-417-6205  
Passidomo.Kathleen.web@fl senate.gov 

District 27
Lizbeth Benacquisto, Republican

850-487-5027 or 239-338-2570 
Benacquisto.Lizbeth.web@fl senate.gov 

District 25 
Joe Negron, Republican,
Senate President 
850-487-5025 or 772-219-1665 
Negron.Joe.web@fl senate.gov 

District 29
Kevin J. Rader, Democrat 

850 487 5029 or 561-443-8170 
Rader.Kevin.web@fl senate.gov 

District 30
Bobby Powell, Democrat 
850-487-5030 or 561-650-6880
Powell.Bobby.web@fl senate.gov 

District 31
Jeff Clemens, Democrat 

850-487-5031 or 561-540-1140 
Clemens.Jeff.web@fl senate.gov 

District 75
Michael Grant, Republican

850-717-5075 or 941-613-0914 
Michael.Grant@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 76
Ray Wesley Rodrigues, 
Republican, Majority Leader 
850-717-5076 or 239-433-6501 
Ray.Rodrigues@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 77
Dane Eagle, Republican 

850-717-5077 or 239-772-1291 
Dane.Eagle@myfl oridahouse.gov
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Heather Fitzenhagen, Republican
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Heather.Fitzenhagen@myfl oridahouse.gov
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Matt Caldwell, Republican

850-717-5079 or 239-694-0161 
Matt.Caldwell@myfl oridahouse.gov
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Byron Donalds, Republican 
850-717-5080 or 239-417-6270 
Byron.Donalds@myfl oridahouse.gov

District 105
Carlos Trujillo, Republican

850-717-5105 or 305-470-5070 
Carlos.Trujillo@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 106
Bob Rommel, Republican 
850-717-5106 or 239-417-6200 
Bob.Rommel@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 81
Joseph Abruzzo, Democrat
850-717-5081 or 561-470-2086 
Joseph.Abruzzo@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 82
MaryLynn “ML” Magar, Republican 

772-545-3481 or 850-717-5082
MaryLynn.Magar@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 85
Rick Roth, Republican
850-717-5085 or 561-625-5176 
Rick.Roth@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 86
Matt Willhite, Democrat 

850-717-5086 or 561-791-4071 
Matt.Willhite@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 87
David Silvers, Democrat 
850-717-5087 or 561-357-4824 
David.Silvers@myfl oridahouse.gov 

JACQUET

District 88
Al Jacquet, Democrat 
850-717-5088 or 561-650-6486 
Al.Jacquet@myfl oridahouse.gov

District 90
Lori Berman, Democrat

850-717-5090 or 561-374-7850 
Lori.Berman@myfl oridahouse.gov 

District 89
Bill Hager, 
Republican
850-717-5089 or 
561-470-6607 
Bill.Hager@my-
fl oridahouse.gov

District 91
Emily Slosberg, Democrat 
850-717-5091 or 561-496-5940 
Emily.Slosberg@myfl oridahouse.gov
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taking and that is that, No. 1, we need to 
complete the Comprehensive Everglades 
Restoration Plan that the legislature and 
the federal government agreed to many 
years ago. 

“We also need to update the CERP plan 
based on new technology and new cir-
cumstances, new funding sources and the 
like. You have to take a long view of the 
problem because it took 100 years to get 
us into this mess and it’s not going to take 
10 or 15 years to get out of it, and I think 
part of the problem is there’s a mispercep-
tion in the public. (That is), if we do one 
thing, buy U.S. Sugar land, that will solve 
the problem, but it won’t because there 
are a lot of components to it.”

Do you support a plan to buy 
land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

“I do, because the (2015 UF Water 
Institute) study indicated that additional 
property is needed for storage south of 
the lake. Also, north of the lake. And we 
need to finish the reservoirs east and 
west of the lake.”

Sen. Passidomo pointed out a number 
of options for obtaining land south of the 
lake that the report suggests including 
purchasing them from the sugar industry 
and/or using land the state already owns. 

“And last but not least, but most impor-
tantly… my district includes Hendry 
County, all of the people who rely for 
their livelihood on farming (sugar cane). 
Those people in Hendry County need a 
seat at the table. Their voices need to be 
heard because while we talk about taking 
farmland and turning it into water stor-
age we will be affecting the livelihood 
of several thousand people, and we can’t 
operate in a vacuum, and we need to 
listen to them to hear their concerns in 
addition to those of the scientists, envi-
ronmentalists, and elected officials.” 

Do you support new gun control 
rules and how would they improve 
public safety? Should guns be allowed 
in the following places under con-
cealed carry: theaters, courthouses, 
airport passenger terminals, legisla-
tive meetings, on college and univer-
sity campuses, in government meet-
ings, and in career centers?

 “So my biggest issue is not the issue of 
gun control. The issue is the state of Flor-
ida has been not very proactive, in fact we 
are at the bottom of the 50 states insofar as 
how we handle mental health. To date we 
have put very little funding and very little 
emphasis on mental health until last year 
when the Legislature passed Senate Bill 
12, which began the process of overhaul-
ing our state’s mental health system. (It 
provides) a structure and framework for 
collaboration among agencies and organi-
zations that provide mental health — but 
it didn’t put any money into it… And that 
would go a long way to addressing the 
problem of people with problems carrying 
weapons and wreaking havoc in our state.”

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“I have voted for a resolution to that 
effect, and a bill rather in the House last 
year. I support all the efforts that we have 
to require local governments and munici-
palities to follow the law. And to me if 
you have a law, no one is above the law, 
no person, no city and no county.”

How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented? 

“I think of my role as legislator in this 
arena is to listen to all of the testimony 
and then help (make) the regulations that 

are in the best interest of our state. That 
being said, I am troubled by what I see, a 
perception — because I get phone calls 
from people all the time who actually 
believe that amendment legalizes mari-
juana in the state of Florida, and that’s 
not what it did. I bring it to their attention 
and tell them, (it legalized marijuana for) 
medical purposes only. Without excep-
tion they laugh and say, ‘oh, I have a head-
ache, I’m stressed, I’m entitled to use it.’ 
And frankly that troubles me, whatever 
intention the drafters of that amendment 
had. Those people think that’s what that 
amendment did with a wink and a nod.”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“My most important goal for me has 
always been to represent my constituents 
well.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

“I don’t want to answer that… The rea-
son I don’t want to answer that is I don’t 
want the discussion to be about who I 
supported in the election. What I want 
the discussion to be about is, we have a 
president; he’s our president; people who 
voted for him and people who didn’t vote 
for him should support him and help him 
to be successful.”

■    ■    ■

REP. MICHAEL GRANT
R–DISTRICT 75

What is the best way to clean up 
our water?  Do you support a plan to 
buy land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

“I haven’t seen any surveys or docu-
mentation that shows that (buying land in 
the EAA) is actually going to clean up the 
Lake (Okeechobee). As you know we’re 
in a pretty tight budget year, and before I 
start voting to commit taxpayers’ dollars 
to a billion-dollar plus program I want to 
see some documentation that’s actually 
going to work. (It) might not be the best 
way to do that; it may be better to make 
investments north of the Lake so that as 
it flows south into the Lake that it gets 
cleaned up. And I’d like to find some way 
of funding that that’s not going to have 
a negative impact on some of the other 
priorities of the state.”

Do you support new gun control 
rules and how would they improve 
public safety? 

“That’s a pretty broadly worded ques-
tion. So if by control you mean the effec-
tive way to keep guns out of the hands of 
criminals, then certainly I would support 
something like that. But if you mean 
some kind of a restriction on the rights of 
citizens to carry guns based on their Sec-
ond Amendment right, that one would 
be no.”

Should guns be allowed in the fol-
lowing places under concealed carry: 
theaters, courthouses, airport passen-
ger terminals, legislative meetings, on 
college and university campuses, in 
government meetings, and in career 
centers?

“Concealed carry is already permit-
ted in the Capitol. It’s not permitted 
on the floor of the House, obviously 
because we have the Capitol Police there 
to maintain order, if you will. I don’t see 
if somebody has a concealed carry per-
mit, they’ve already gone through back-
ground (checks), they’ve been licensed 
and trained to use those guns — in gener-
al, I’d say that’s fine, they can bring them 
where they need to bring them.”

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“Yes. I would I think that we’re a nation 
of laws and a state of laws, and if there’s 
a law on the books, whether you like it 
or not, you’ve got to enforce it. I don’t 
think you can have selective enforcement 
because an individual or town or political 
jurisdiction thinks they’re more mighty 
than the federal government. I think that 
just leads to chaos, because if it’s immi-
gration today, what will it be tomorrow?”

How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented?

 “Medical marijuana has just been on 
the scene for three or four years. I don’t 
know if we have enough long-term data 
from other states to implement these 
laws and say, ‘This is the best way to do 
it.’ 

“I guess I would say, let’s be a little 
restrictive going into it and if that proves 
not to be the best way forward we can 
always revise it and loosen those restric-
tions.”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“My overarching goal as a first term 
freshman is to learn as much as I can 
about the system so I can make the best 
decisions I can make for the citizens of 
the state of Florida.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

“That’s a little personal. But I will tell 
you it’s not Hillary Clinton.”

■    ■    ■

REP. DANE EAGLE
R–DISTRICT 77

What is the best way to clean up 
our water? 

“Everyone wants to see the water clean, 
especially myself, born and raised down 
there. The frustration is it’s not a problem 
that can be fixed overnight… Now we’re 
stuck with these Lake (Okeechobee) 
releases that are hurting our tourism and 
environment in Southwest Florida. Since 
the year 2000… Congress enacted an 
agreement to work on the Comprehen-
sive Everglades Restoration Plan (CERP). 
That in my opinion is the best path for-
ward.”

Do you support a plan to buy 
land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

Rep. Eagle pointed out the state doesn’t 
have the money up front to pay for a 
proposed plan to buy land south of the 
Lake for more water storage, so it would 
need to issue bonds (backed by a voter 
approved trust fund to buy such land). 
He’s not convinced that is a good use of 
taxpayer money and suggested that land 
buy plan might also divert attention from 
other important CERP projects. 

But he added, “Do I agree we need to 
have some storage south of the Lake? I 
think, yes, it’s a matter of where we do it 
and how.”

Do you support new gun control 
rules and how would they improve 
public safety? 

“I don’t. I’m actually looking at ways to 
expand our Second Amendment rights. 
That in my view is the best way to 
enhance public safety.”

Rep. Eagle pointed out that concealed-
carry permit holders already go through 
a background check and training course, 
and that the vast majority are known to 
handle their guns responsibly. 

“These are your defenders if you will. 
These are not the people that are com-
mitting these crimes. You would be con-
trolling what they would do, not what 
criminals would do. When you restrict 
the ability of these concealed permit 
holders to defend themselves you’re just 
creating more ability for the criminals to 

wreak havoc.” 
Do you think guns should be 

allowed in the following places under 
concealed carry: theaters, court-
houses, airport passenger terminals, 
legislative meetings, on college and 
university campuses, in government 
meetings, and in career centers?

 “Yes I do. And again they call these 
zones ‘gun-free safety zones,’ which is an 
oxymoron. They are not free from guns… 
They are free from guns carried by law-
abiding citizens. They are quote unquote 
‘gun-free zones’ but obviously, guns were 
there. They were being carried by the 
criminals.”

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“Yes. I’m actually co-sponsoring a bill 
this year that opposes that (sanctuary cit-
ies). It’s a great concern. It’s a concern for 
our citizens. My job is to ensure my con-
stituents and constituents across Florida 
are protected, and we cannot guarantee 
that if we don’t know who is coming here 
from other countries. 

“I’m sponsoring a bill that would 
impose sanctions on illegal immigrants 
who are here and also decide to commit 
violent crimes.” (For instance, a second-
degree misdemeanor conviction would 
be increased to a first-degree misde-
meanor if that person is an undocument-
ed immigrant).

How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented?

“That’s everything from growing to 
dispensing to storage to transportation 
to tax and regulation. So we’re at the 
very early stages of that… We did actu-
ally legalize Charlotte’s Web in 2014 (a 
single strain of marijuana used to alle-
viate seizures) and with that did start 
to create some of these regulations. So 
with that we have a limited number of 
growers throughout the state and ways to 
dispense that as well. So we’ll be looking 
at proposing new amendments within 
those guidelines. We might expand that 
because obviously we’ve expanded the 
number of people (with access to medi-
cal marijuana). So we’d have to talk about 
expanding the growers and dispensaries. 
But I do think it should be done in a lim-
ited matter. It is still illegal federally, and 
it hasn’t been thoroughly studied by the 
FDA. So instead of opening up the door 
like states like Colorado have done, we 
need to take baby steps.”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“I think the budget. It’s our only consti-
tutional duty as the legislature in the state 
of Florida. And that’s one of the main rea-
sons I ran for office, to be a responsible 
steward of the taxpayers’ dollars.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

 “Donald Trump.” 

■    ■    ■

REP. MATT CALDWELL
R–DISTRICT 79

What is the best way to clean up 
our water? Do you support a plan to 
buy land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

“The easiest way to explain that is to 
say that every member of the Legislature 
has already voted to increase storage 
south of the Lake and they did that by 
supporting Legacy Florida, the bill we 
passed last year that funds CERP (the 
Comprehensive Everglades Restoration 
Plan), which has southern storage as a 
piece of it…

 “There’s not a conflict really in the 
Legislature between people who want 

SESSION
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to restore the Everglades and folks that 
don’t. Everybody unanimously wants to 
see the Everglades restored. The pro-
posal from the Senate (to buy land south 
of the Lake, SB 10) is about changing the 
priority of the projects in the plan.”

Do you support new gun control 
rules and how would they improve 
public safety? 

“The Second Amendment is very clear. 
It’s a personal right to self-defense and 
the clear outcome of most gun con-
trol legislation is to disarm law-abiding 
citizens, because criminals are going to 
ignore the law whatever the crime may 
be. And that’s really the paradigm that I 
view any proposals regarding the Second 
Amendment rights issues.”

Should guns be allowed in the fol-
lowing places under concealed carry: 
theaters, courthouses, airport passen-
ger terminals, legislative meetings, on 
college and university campuses, in 
government meetings, and in career 
centers?

“I think the thing to keep in mind is 
concealed-carry permits are citizens in 
Florida over the age of 21 who have sub-
mitted to fingerprint and a background 
check and have been licensed to carry 
concealed. The other thing to note based 
on research conducted in the last several 
years, law enforcement officers are actu-
ally more likely to commit a (gun-relat-
ed) crime than concealed-carry permit 
holders… They’re both statistically very, 
very tiny, but that was an amazing statis-
tic that sworn officers are actually more 
likely to commit a crime than concealed-
carry holders. (It) really demonstrates 
how effective that program (concealed-
carry permitting) is.”

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“The immigration question is more 
complicated than just a simple statement 
can cover, but the interest of the Legisla-
ture is to see uniform application of the 
law in Florida, and regardless of what 
issue it is, local governments should be 
focused on that mission. That’s the way 
we’re going to be most successful in hav-
ing laws that are enforceable and having a 
state that is open and welcoming to busi-
ness and the people.”

How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented?

“The legislature has already autho-
rized both Charlotte’s Web and full THC 
for terminally ill patients and we’ve built 
a system for delivering that. This amend-
ment significantly expands the disease 
states and thereby the number of patients 
eligible for medical marijuana so we’re 
going to have to evaluate whether the 

current system we’ve built can handle 
that volume.”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“I’ve been working on Everglades 
issues long before I ever ran for office. 
This will be 13 years now that I’ve been 
a passionate advocate for the Everglades 
and I’m going to continue to focus on that 
goal and endeavor to work with the sen-
ate to make it a reality.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

“Yeah… Evan, come on. Let’s just skip 
that question for today.”

■    ■    ■

REP. CARLOS TRUJILLO
R–DISTRICT 105

What is the best way to clean up 
our water? Do you support a plan to 
buy land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

“I think the best way to clean up our 
water is to follow the plan that was set 
out by the University of Florida study 
that came out in 2015. We spent as a state 
hundreds of thousands of dollars to fig-
ure out what to do. They’re the experts. 
They’ve proposed solutions. We need to 
put pressure on the federal government 
to finish building the levees and the dikes 
around the lakes… So I think those are 
two real solutions that could immediately 
deliver results.”

Do you support new gun control 
rules and how would they improve 
public safety? 

“In the past I’ve voted for campus 
carry, I’ve voted for open carry, and 
I maintain my position on those two 
issues…

“Restricting the Second Amendment 
rights of law-abiding citizens is some-
thing that I do not support.”

Should guns be allowed in the fol-
lowing places under concealed carry: 
theaters, courthouses, airport passen-
ger terminals, legislative meetings, on 
college and university campuses, in 
government meetings, and in career 
centers?

“Career centers, I don’t see any objec-
tion to that. In some of the other hostile 
forums I think there have to be some 
safety net mechanisms put in place. (Such 
as a contentious custody hearing, divorce 
situation), or some of these more real-life 
issues that people find themselves in, 
those are ones I’d be much more hesitant 
toward encouraging people to carry fire-
arms. But I think on all of these you have 
to review a case by case basis, it’s hard to 
just lump them into one category.”

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“Yes… Nobody has a right to circum-
vent the United States Constitution. The 
power of immigration is clearly vested in 
the federal government. Municipalities 
can’t decide which laws to enforce and 
which to reject. Imagine applying (that) 
to criminal cases… Once we lose the 
rule of law we lose complete control as 
a society.”

How should Amendment 2 be 
implemented?

“I think within the strict letter of the 
law. Now, we’re trying to make it some-
thing that it’s not. I think it’s clearly for 
medical purposes.”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“To pass a balanced budget that 
reflects the values of Floridians. It’s just 
such a complicated process to figure out 
where we can be more efficient. My goal 
is (when the session ends) on May 5, to 
have a very fair budget that really reflects 
the value of Floridians.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

“Donald Trump.”

■    ■    ■

REB. BOB ROMMEL
R–DISTRICT 106 

 
What is the best way to clean up 

our water? Do you support a plan to 
buy land south of Lake Okeechobee in 
the Everglades Agricultural Area for 
water storage?

“Billions of state and federal dollars 
have already been spent on the Com-
prehensive Everglades Restoration Plan, 
since it was first put forward in the late 
1990s. Notably, CERP includes a compre-
hensive plan to address all of the Lake O 
issues both north and south of the lake. I 
would like to see more discussion and 
public debate on the plans which are 
already on the table before we spend 
billions more on something new which 
doesn’t solve our problem.”

 
Do you support new gun control 

rules and how would they improve 
public safety? 

“I am a staunch supporter of the Sec-
ond Amendment. I am also a proud gun 
owner and have a concealed permit. I 
do not support new gun control laws, 
which, in practice, will actually make law 
abiding citizens less safe by interfering 
with our constitutional right to defend 
ourselves from criminal conduct. Instead, 
we need to be focused on enforcing the 

existing laws we have on the books.”

Should guns be allowed in the fol-
lowing places under concealed carry: 
theatres, courthouses, airport passen-
ger terminals, legislative meetings, on 
college and university campuses, in 
government meetings, and in career 
centers?

“So long as an individual possesses a 
lawful concealed permit, I support con-
cealed carry in all of these locations. It’s 
been well-documented that gun-free 
zones are a lightning rod for criminal 
conduct because criminals know that the 
people in gun-free zones are not armed 
and cannot defend themselves.”

Do you support legislation that 
would crack down on so-called “sanc-
tuary cities” in Florida, including by 
imposing financial penalties?

“Absolutely. In fact, I’ve already signed 
on to co-sponsor House Bill 697 with 
Rep. Larry Metz, a bill which aims to end 
sanctuary cities in Florida once and for 
all.”

 
How should Amendment 2 be 

implemented?
“As a general matter, I think we need 

to regulate marijuana like any other phar-
macy drug. With that in mind, some of 
the provisions I would like to see enacted 
include, but are not limited to:

No grow houses near schools or high-
use residential or commercial areas. 

Should be distributed behind the coun-
ter in a pharmacy like other prescription 
drugs, or with a pharmacist present.

Prescription from a medical doctor 
required. 

Clear labeling system so consumers 
know what they’re getting. 

Should be sold in tamper-proof con-
tainers/pill bottles, like any other medi-
cation.

Edibles must be clearly labeled, with 
warnings in big bold letters, individually 
wrapped, and sold behind a counter.”

What is your single most important 
goal for the session?

“After just a few short weeks on the job, 
I’m proud to have introduced landmark 
legislation in the Florida House that will 
affect millions of Floridians, on topics 
as diverse as tort reform, Sunshine Law 
reform, and legislation to tackle the drug 
overdose and opioid epidemic, which has 
so many Floridians and our families in 
its terrible grasp. In the coming weeks, I 
expect to introduce several other critical 
pieces of legislation and am looking for-
ward to working with my colleagues in 
the Florida House and Florida Senate to 
ensure passage of these important bills.”

Which candidate did you vote for in 
the presidential election?

“Donald Trump.” ■
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Free Introductory Consultation

www.QuigleyEye.com
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FREE
EYE EXAM
FOR NEW PATIENTS

No Hidden Charges: It is our policy that the patient and or any other person responsible for payment or be reimburse by payment or any other service, examination or treatment 
WHICH�IS�PERFORMED�AS�A�RESULT�OF�REIMBURSE�WITHIN����HOURS�OF�RESPONDING�TO�THE�ADVERTISEMENT�FOR�THE�FREE��DISCOUNTED�FEE�OR�REDUCED�FEE�SERVICE��EXAMINATION�OR�TREATMENT��
/FFER�DOES�NOT�APPLY�TO�&REEDOM�AND�/PTIMUM�HEALTH�PLAN�PARTICIPANTS�
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complete medical exam with one of our board certifi ed eye 
doctors includes prescription for eyeglasses, and tests for 
CATARACTS��GLAUCOMA�AND�OTHER�EYE�DISEASES��/FFER�APPLIES�
TO�NEW�PATIENTS�WHO�ARE�5�3��CITIZENS����YEARS�AND�OLDER�
#OUPON�%XPIRES���������

FORMERLY EYE HEALTH

! omas Quigley, M.D.
Board Certi! ed Eye Surgeon & Cataract Specialist


